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A delightful discovery
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With direct flights from

Ireland, a wery Ieaaant

microclimate, an exhilarating capital city and some of the
finest golf courses in Continental Europe, the glamorous
and hospitable LISBON COAST has gained many admirers,
including Philip Quinn and a group of friends who are so
captivated by the region’s charms that they have retumed

each year since 2005.

fter ten years on the Lisbon golf beat, we
thought we had seen it all. Penha Longa.
Chied. Estoell. Check. Oitavos. Check

We had traversad the Tagus to pday Troda,
rolled wp &t Ribagolfe | and B, and pottered
about i Prata dal Rey.

Mo boundares, and no out of bounds
markars elther, were left wnoovered by ow
mtrepid shi-man crew.

Whaeraver there was a flag fiving atop 2
mown area of turf, we wese there - the fwo
Jimas of golf trekkers, no matter how many

~shots, or lost balls, It took.
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Az we followed the pathways of Portugal’s
plomaars, we manelled at the number of
outstanding cowsas within touching distance
of our hideaway In Praia das Macas - the beach
of the apples, Just over the hill from Sntra.

And then, against the odds, we stumbled
wpon 3 goffing trall ess trodden, and one that
chaarty wanted wear — the Usbon Sports Oub.

After playing 17 different coursas, It ssemed
fitting that the 13th, the one to complate the
set, showdd gitsten with that most coveted of
golfing caveats - the hiddan gem.

Hawn out a tree-ined hillside, criss-oossed
by babbling brooks, and decosated by greens
slickes than the top of my hatless head, the par
&0 lay-out was a serles of endlass joys.

From the moment we stood on the slavated
tee on the par-theea first, and glimpsad a green
far bedow, flanked by stream, sand and shub, we
wiere hooked

In some casas, Itesally, as reloads were
aplenty.

Our first exparience was 3 SooOy ona,
shortened by a toerential downpour which
temed greens Into ponds and falrways Into
lagoons.

Such was the fesodty of nature, that one
forlorn bafl, kaft unattended on a grean, was
swept 40 yards downhil, at paca

Play it frorm whese It comies bo rast; barked the
sevior mesmber of our wiacking oew as | splish-
sploshed down the fairway to retrieve what had
been a hal-decent tee shot a few minutes
aarlier.

Only s holes were complated on the
curtailed introduction to Lisbon Sports Qub but
Hugo Amaral, the club seostary, kindly made
arrangemeants for ow retum the following
Saturday.

Hea asked would we mind tesing off after the
dub championships, 2t anound noon. Would we
mind? OF courss, we wouldn.

The returm trip confinmied our hunch that we
had come acnoss 8 course tallor-made for the
discening goler &5 well as the whole-haarted
hagher handicapper.

The slx one-shotters ase nuggets, fowr of
them plaved from raised tees; the thrae long
holes each involve a skinmish with wates, while
there are a cluster of delightfid short par fours,
which weave theough scentad pine

A sign on the 15th tea wams that the Roman
muins to the right of the green are In play as |
Found to my cost whien an errant approach shot
landad In an andent potty.

The toughest test ts left to the |ast asthe 18th
5 a ful-bodied 430-varder, plaved through a
funnel of trees, flanked by out of bounds on the
laft and a guagling channed an the nght

To finish that holz with the same bafl vou
started [s an achievement.

While our six-man craw, with handicaps
ranging from 14 to 24, found pars hard to come
by, the enjoyment factor was Immense and
already we have pencilled in 2015 for areunlon.

That the Lishon Sparts Club had hitherto
avolded ow scruting was due, In part, to our
magligence and because the club’ oustodians
wiere content to stay out of sight, and out of

Mot now. According to Amaral, the doors ane
open for all-comes.

Amaral recognises Lisbon Sports Oub has
ground to make up as lish wsitors, who have
descended on Lsbon for vears, have steered
clear of a dub which didn’t always have the
‘welcome mat’ on show,

‘Why sa? For many years, the Lsbon Sports
Chulby was an exchusive, members-only oparation,
atag It has struggled to shrug off despita a shift
n chub pollcy some 30 yaars 390,

Founded In 1830 by wealthy Britsh residents,
the Lisbon Sports Club first dabblad with goifin
1800 when shx holes were |aid out In the city

The club roots are evident In a glass cEseon
the stairs leading toa welooming kounge

The ase contains thees andent bals of play
i@ 1920 - one for golf, ona for tennts, and one
for arlcket.

The move of Lishon Sports Club to the
couniryside, near Belas, took place In 1962
whera 14 holes were built, along with tannis
consts and a fine dubhouse.

By 1992, 3 facel®t was required and Fred
Hawtres and Sons, the distinguished architects,
wese called In to overses an overdue extension
1 18 holes.

The Hawtree handioaft s familiar to nsh
golfess, a5 the company has revised and
updated such renowned championship courses
as Lahinch, Portmamock, The lsland, and Royal
Dwbiin, among others.

And the creative Hawtree touch, evident in
the rolbng hills just 206m outside Lisbon
desarves a widar audience. For certain, we wil
be back.
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fitting that the
18th, the one to
compilete the set,
should glisten with
that most coveted
of golfing caveats -
the hidden gem’”.

1B holes - Par 59

I-iu_:;t:- Amaral




